reaking the
ound barriers

NOW IN THEIR THIRD YEAR, THE BORDER BREAKERS
AWARDS, ORGANISED BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION IN
ASSOCIATION WITH THE EUROPEAN MUSIC OFFICE, IFPI,
IMPALA, GESAC, ICMP/CIEM, MTV AND BILLBOARD, WILL BE
HELD ON JANUARY 22 IN THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS.
GARY SMITH REPORTS

HILE the majority of emerg-
ing artists still tend to build a following in their country of origin before
breaking into the international market, there is a growing number of acts
who are as much European as they are Danish, British, French or Ger-
marn. Whether this is due to the increased homogenisation of musical tastes
in a maturing regional market, or proof that affordable recording tech-
nology is the ultimate musical democratiser, is hard to say. What the Border
Breakers Awards clearly demonstrate, however, is that there is a steady
flow of new talent emerging from across Europe.

According to Jan Figel, European Commissioner for education, train-
ing, culture and multilingualism, the Border Breaker Awards “are a
testimony to the diversity and creativity of European music”. He adds:
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